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Broadband Funding Guide 
Department: Department of Education 

1 Federal 
Agency/Bureau Department of Education 

2 Agency Overview The U.S. Department of Education’s mission is to promote student achievement and preparation 
for global competitiveness by fostering educational excellence and ensuring equal access. 

3 Program Name Impact Aid Programs 

4 Program Website  https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/impact-aid-program/ 

5 Program 
Overview 

The mission of this program is to disburse Impact Aid payments to local educational agencies that 
are financially burdened by federal activities.  Funds are provided under Section 7002 and 
7003(b) of the ESEA to local public school districts that serve significant numbers of federally 
connected children and that have lost a substantial portion of local property tax base due to the 
acquisition of federal property.  Funds are available for all general fund purposes and can be 
expended for any purpose, similar to local revenue for education. 

6 Program Purpose  

☐ Planning (e.g., feasibility) 
☒ Broadband Infrastructure (e.g., construction) 
☒  Broadband Adoption  
☒  Digital Skills Training  
☐  Public Computer Access 

☐ Smart Cities 
☐ Evaluation 
☐ Research 
☐ Broadband Financing 
☒ Other: Mobile hotspots and mobile 
hotspot data plans 

7 Eligible 
Recipients 

☐ Libraries 
☒ K-12 Schools 
☐ Higher Education Institutions 
☐ Hospitals 
☐ Public Safety Entities 
☒ State and Local Governments 
☐ Tribal Entities 
 

☐ Commercial/Internet Service Providers 
☐ Non-Profit Organizations 
☐ Small Businesses 
☐ Rural Recipients 
☐ Electric Utilities/Co-ops 
☐ Financial Institutions 
☐ Other: _______________________ 
 
 

8 Agency Contact 

 
Phone: (202) 260-3858 
E-Mail address: ImpactAid@ed.gov 
Director: Marilyn Hall, 
Marilyn.Hall@ed.gov 

https://oese.ed.gov/offices/office-of-formula-grants/impact-aid-program/
mailto:ImpactAid@ed.gov
mailto:Marilyn.Hall@ed.gov
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9 Funding Type Grant 

10 
FY2018 Funding  
Amount 

 
$1,414,112,000 

11 FY2019 Funding 
Amount $1,446,112,000 

12 FY2020 Funding 
Amount $1,486,112,000 

13 Additional 
Information 

Impact Aid funds received by school districts under sections 7002 and 7003(b) may be used to 
support connectivity if a district chooses.  Impact aid districts may use the general aid money that 
they receive however they choose, as long as it’s an allowable use under state or local rules.     
Districts typically use these general Impact Aid funds for current expenditures for their day-to-day 
operations. Funds under these two sections are not subject to the Uniform Administrative 
Requirements. This is one of a number of Department programs that provide funds that could be 
used to support broadband access relating to education. The allowability of costs is always 
situation and program specific. For that reason, if you decide to use funds under one of these 
programs for costs related to broadband access, you must be sure that the use of the funds is, 
under the specific circumstances of the expenditure and the program authority selected, 
reasonable and necessary for the purposes of that program, and does not violate other program 
requirements, such as supplement not supplant, if it applies to program. We also note that, while 
funds under one of these programs can be used on broadband access, the programs’ purpose is 
not primarily focused on that issue.  
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